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"Take him to the devil/' said Maria to those who brought
her the corpse.
The dead man was placed on a bier and covered with an
old blanket. Near the entrance there were puddles of blood
that dogs and pigs were licking avidly. Maria's eldest son
took refuge in a neighbor's house and started court proceed-
ings against his mother. The shrew, who had remarried in the
meantime, was sentenced to death. . . .
The heroine of this story, which could have been the
central episode of a novel byOostoevsky, was Maria Dosto-
evsky, an ancestress of the writer. It took place in 1606, but
this is not the first appearance of the name of Dostoevsky in
Lithuanian chronicles. A century earlier on October 6, 1506,
it is recorded that the prince of Pinsk presented the boyar
Daniel Ivanovich Irtishevich with several villages, including
Dostoevo. The descendants of Daniel took the name of Dos-
toevsky.
A certain Feodor Dostoevsky was an intimate of Prince
Kurbsky, the celebrated hero of Russian poetry, who had to
escape the wrath of Ivan the Terrible, and seek refuge in
Lithuania while writing to the czar letters remarkable for
their intense hatred and injured dignity. At about the same
rime one Raphael Ivanovich Dostoevsky was indicted for
swindling and embezzlement of public funds. Other Dosto-
evskys were judges, priests and captains. A kindly Dostoev-
sky led a reputedly holy life in the Lavra of Kiev. In 1624,
Stepan Dostoevsky escaped from the dungeons of the Turks
and hung silver chains before the icon of the Holy Virgin in
Lwow. In 1634, Shashny Dostoevsky and his son took part
in the murder of a military commander. In 1649, Philip Dos-
toevsky was called to account for looting expeditions and
bloody raids upon his neighbors' estates. Thieves, murderers,